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English 9 Course Syllabus

Two Rivers High School: 2014-2015
Course Description: English 9 is a class that is committed to teaching students effective reading and writing skills.  This is not, however, a class where we just read novels.  Nor is it a class where we only write about your stories or your own opinions.  
Instead, English 9 is about learning the essential skills to be able to successful think and communicate your ideas in any given situation.  A few areas we will focus on are:

1. What is the actual process and goal of reading?

2. Can I understand the main point and key details of any piece of reading even if I am not interested in the reading.
3. What is the right structure of a high school essay?  More importantly, why should I ever have to write an essay?

4. Exploring Multiple Perspectives—through all of our course focus you will (hopefully) be more open to other ideas and others’ opinions.

5. How can I use writing and journaling to help improve my understanding of a given theme or major topic?

Another major goal of English 9 is exposure!  I want you to be exposed to multiple experiences and various different points of view.  I want you to see what other people have to go through.  I want you to understand what connects us (humans) across cultures and time.  And I want you to have a deeper understanding of what it means to be an individual—who you are and what you want out of life!  These are goals that go beyond any type of “school skill” and therefore are much more important than any one type of assignment.
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E-MAIL:

genal.hove@trschools.k12.wi.us
WORK PHONE:

920-793-2291  EXT 5329
WEB PAGE: This can be accessed by going to the high school web page, clicking on “Staff Directory” link in the left hand column and pulling up my profile (there is a link labeled “web page” in my profile).  From there use the navigation in the left hand column to locate my mythology course.

My webpage is an essential tool for this course that should be checked at least twice weekly.  On my webpage you will find objectives for the week, portfolio task reminders, reading assignments, daily journals and major assessment assignments.

I will use the homework board to post the major assignments AND to post what we are working through on a daily basis.  The first section of my webpage is devoted to posting journal and portfolio reminders.  I will also post the weekly objectives and skills we are working towards so you can keep track of your own performance and growth (that is, if you choose to care about more than just “getting done” with this class…)

DISCUSSION PAGE: 
We will be using www.haikulearning.com as our home base for online discussion.  I understand that many students do not find online discussion rewarding or enjoyable, but I hope to combat that this year by helping you learn how to use discussion as a way to build interest and knowledge—not just as a way to respond to some generic question.

Discussions posted must be a minimum of 150 words and must use specific text details as part of the response.  (If 150-words sounds like a lot, think about this: my write-up explaining my webpage is 169 words…not exactly a lot of writing required).  Posts should also show individual thought and perspective: the goal is not to get the answer right, but to instead explore your own ideas, view points, and understandings.  

I will also have an open discussion thread (a specific discussion link that is open to everyone for any topic) for each unit that gives you a space to voice confusions or insights to the whole group without needing to follow a structured format.  

The Haikulearning webpage should be check at least once weekly to ensure that you are completing all posted discussions!
STUDENT E-MAIL: Smart phones allow us to stay constantly connected to each other and to the online world.  Last year was my first year of relying heavily on student e-mail, and I discovered that it gave my unlimited opportunities to help students outside of our given class period. 

I need you to send me an e-mail within the first three days of class from your preferred e-mail address.  If you don’t use e-mail, now is your time to begin.  You can use your personal e-mail, your school e-mail, or a newly created e-mail (I suggest gmail or yahoo) if you have never had your own e-mail address before.

FIRST ASSIGNMENT!!!  Time to see who is paying attention: In your first e-mail to me please explain: 1. What your middle school experience was like (you don’t need a lot of detail if you don’t want…) 2. what your strengths and weaknesses in English class might be & 3. Your interests as a person, especially books, movies and music.
CLASSROOM AND COURSE EXPECTATIONS

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:

1. RESPECT & RAPPORT—The only way my courses can be successful is if students feel safe, engaged and respected.
a. Respect yourself enough to pursue success.

b. Respect your classmates enough to listen to them—add to what they say or properly challenge their ideas.  Do not attack!  Instead, learn to discuss…

c. Respect your teacher enough to ask questions and seek out help.  

d. Respect the class enough to not be a disruption or a negative force in the class.
2. WORK TO SUCCEED—NOT TO COMPLETE


a. If your main goal on an assignment is to get it done, you have already failed!
i. My classes are not classes that you can just “work hard” through.  Hard work without purpose is wasted work.  In this class try to improve and to think through assignments.  Often a simple answer is not acceptable.
ii. Everyone can succeed if he or she is working to achieve and not just to get done.
3. SEEK OUT HELP!—I will apologize in advance: there will be a day where I will not notice you are struggling.  Heck, there may be an assignment you don’t turn in and I won’t even ask you about it!  This doesn’t mean I don’t care; it means that I am off my game.  It happens.  If you are confused, overwhelmed, intimidated or lost, let me know right away so we can hammer it out.  If you are embarrassed to ask directly, e-mail me or leave me a note.
4. There are four areas you need to check for handouts and instruction as you enter the room:
a. The Back File Cabinet—check for handouts for the beginning of class

b. The Smartboard—is there a task, journal or discussion topic to think about?

c. Front white board—is there an announcement or task listed for today?

d. Side white board—has a task been added to the portfolio list/our section of the whiteboard?  Any concepts or word of the day work defined to copy down?

5. Seating Chart—I will create one for use when there is a sub.  Otherwise, you should be sitting by students you feel you can talk with AND be productive with: friends who distract you are not always the best choice.
a. Should the need arise (meaning if you can’t handle choosing your own seat) I will assign individual students specific seating arrangements.  I apologize for potential embarrassment, but if we reach this point you have forced me to make this choice.
6. Cell Phone Policy—Bring, Use it, but keep in on your desk!
a. I have outlets around the room if you need to charge; take advantage of them.  But please!  Do not get up and check your phone in the middle of a discussion, lecture or class-focused activity.
b. If you need to check your phone, do so.  Make it quick and make it meaningful—if you are constantly on your phone, we will have an issue.
c. IF YOU LOSE CELL PHONE RIGHTS (ABUSE, MISUSE, GRADES) YOU MUST DROP IT ON THE COMPUTER CART UPON ENTERING CLASS.  FAILURE TO DO SO WILL RESULT IN REMOVAL FROM LARGE CLASS INSTRUCTION UNTIL A MEETING WITH PARENTS CAN BE ARRANGED.

7. Bathroom—Probably what students care about most (ok, maybe second most to phones now).  You have every right to use the bathroom when you need to.
a. Please sign-out using the clipboard on the bulletin board near the door.  Failure to sign-out will result in loss of bathroom privilege.

b. Failure to return in a timely fashion from the bathroom will result in a loss of privilege.

c. Excessive use of bathroom during class (think more than once every two weeks) will result in disciplinary action and loss of privilege.

CONSEQUENCES:  In other words, what will happen if I (you, the student, the kid reading this…wake up!) fail to follow one of these procedures?

1. RESPECT & RAPPORT – Most often failure to be respectful is unintentional; sometimes, however, students actively choose to be disrespectful.  So, there are two different types of consequences for basic infraction:

a. Unintentional – the student will have to meet with the teacher (during class if work time is occurring, outside of class if time is not available) to explain the disrespectful behavior AND the plan to control the behavior in the future.

b. Intentional—the student will have to meet with the teacher after school to write up the nature of the misbehavior, as well as a an apology to those involved. 

c. ***For serious infractions: the student will be removed from the room and a meeting (in person or through phone/e-mail) must occur between teacher and parent before the student is allowed to reenter the class environment.

2. WORK TO SUCCEED—NOT TO COMPLETE
a. If work is turned in that is obviously rushed to “be done,” the assignment will be marked incomplete and the student will be required to resubmit the assignment after reporting to Mrs.Hove for resource period.

3. SEEK OUT HELP!
a. A student who fails to seek out help will be required to report during resource period, before school, after school (regardless of “other conflicts”) or on Saturday until the student is back to basic understanding for the course.  

4. HANDOUTS & INSTRUCTIONS
a. Failure to follow the “entering class procedure,” including handouts and accessing netbooks, will result in a tardy for that class period.  For example, not having your netbook open and logged in when class begins on a stated netbook day will result in a tardy.

5. SEATING CHART
a. Any student who cannot follow the seating chart policy will lose all “Freedom of Choice” privileges for the remainder of the quarter. 

6. CELL PHONE POLICY
a. A student who is abusing the ability to use and benefit from a cell phone will first be made aware of the abuse taking place.  Most often I will say “Joe!  Phone!” as a quick acknowledgement that the cell phone use is inappropriate.

b. A student who continues to abuse cell phone use will lose the “Freedom of Choice” to have a cell phone in class.  The student will have to put the phone on the computer cart when entering class.

c. ***Any student earning below a 73% in class will lose cell phone rights.  These students must place cell phones on the computer cart when entering class.

7. BATHROOM
a. Any student failing to sign-out to use the bathroom will result in a 10 minute detention after school or during lunch.

b. Any student who is gone an excessive amount of time will receive a 10 minute detention after school or during lunch.

c. Any student who abuses the “Freedom of Choice” for bathroom policy will lose the privilege to leave the room for any reason during the class period.
CLASS ROOM ENVIRONMENT

This is meant to be OUR class—not just “Mrs. Hove’s” class.  This room is our room—I would love if you helped me decorate it.  The equipment in this room is our equipment—please help me keep it functioning and clean.  The lessons are our lessons—be a part of it and make it your own.  Class room rules are our rules—help me change them, fix them, eliminate them or create them.  

Part of my teaching philosophy is that YOU are in control; I am just here to help and guide you.  What you do with that control is the most important thing when it comes to determining how successful you will be.  This also means that the way class is run (for better or worse) is on your shoulders.  As a group you have the power to make this class what you want it to be, but be smart—I can’t turn it into “fun and games” all day long.  Your opinions matter, but they have to be productive.  

MAKE THIS CLASS YOUR OWN BY BEING A PART OF IT—MENTALLY AND SOCIALLY AS WELL AS PHYSICALLY!

FINAL THOUGHTS

I love teaching and I love freshmen English; I wouldn’t be here if I didn’t.  I am here to help and support you, but I am not here to “babysit” you.  I want this year to be a year of growth, reflection and cooperation.  In order for that to happen, I need your help—you have to be active and involved.  When you are given the Power of Choice, take it seriously.  Use your intelligences and interests to be a part of the class, not just to work against the class.  More than anything else, be willing to be adventurous and involved.  You have the power in this room.  Not everything will be fun, but you won’t like anything if you always have a withdrawn, negative attitude.
